
  

July-August 2015 Region V Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Director’s Message 

It won’t be long before “The Best Show in Public Works” 
happens in Phoenix, AZ. Early registration has ended but 
you can still register at the door if you haven’t already 
done so. Check out cheap air fares to the Phoenix Area.  
Besides Phoenix’s Sky Harbor International Airport, there 
is an airport in Mesa, AZ that some carriers use.  

Congress runs from August 30-September 2 but your 
Board of Directors will be meeting on Friday, August 28 
and the Council of Chapter Delegates will be meeting on 
Saturday, August 29th. For those of you on any of the 
Committees, check closely as they meet from Saturday 
through Tuesday. 

Our Region V Meeting will also occur on Saturday, Au-
gust 29th at 2:00 PM. Anyone from the Region is wel-
come to attend as the Chapter Delegates report on the 
Semi-Annual highlights of each Chapter while sharing 
best practices, areas of concern and suggestions for action 
whether it be associated with the Association or the public 
works industry. 

APWA Board of Directors met in DesMoines, Iowa on 
Jun 26-27. The key items: 

 Agreed to a contract with Larry W. Freveit as the Inter-
im Executive Director of APWA. 

 Reviewed a proposed Donald c. Ston (DCS) business 
plan submitted by Peter King. 

 Approved the immediate appointment of Ed Gottko as 

Chair of the Professional Development Committee as 
Larry Freveit vacated this APWA responsibility to be-
come Interim Executive Direcotr. 

 Approved a motion to negotiate and enter into a ten-
year lease agreement for office space in Kansas City 
(Our present lease expires in Feb 2016.) 

 Reviewed the FY15 Finances. Although the final num-
bers will be forthcoming, it appears that we will finish 
with a surplus off over $800,000 in FY15. 

 Agreed on a FY16 budget that could utilize $420,000 
of that surplus to balance this year. 

 Agreed to amend the APWA Strategic Plan by moving 
“Strengthen Chapter Financial Management Capacity” 
from a secondary priority to a primary priority. The 
board is also going to look into the effects (pro and 
con) of having all the Chapters financially re-align to 
the fiscal year of APWA National. 

 Agreed to give the Executive Committee the authority 
to retain a consulting firm for the search of a new Ex-
ecutive Director.  

 Approved a partnership agreement between APWA and 
ICLEI. This agreement puts into writing our current 
practice. 

Following the APWA Board meeting in June, I had the 
opportunity to visit the Ohio Chapter for their July meet-
ings in Port Clinton, Ohio.  

President Hank Gulfich conducted a fine meeting with 21 
of their Chapter leaders in attendance. Northwest Branch 
president, Jim Balogh, was my host for the day and he 
provided me with an enjoyable afternoon of seeing some 
of the sights of Port Clinton and the Lake Erie island Put-
in Bay. 

 
National Public Works Week 2015— 
 Celebration Marks 55th Anniversary 

Marking the 55th anniversary of National Public Works 
Week, APWA members and many communities across 
North America celebrated and honored public works 
professionals during May 17-23.  For NPWW updates 
and activities, go to:  

http://www.apwa.net/discover/National-Public-Works-
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Week/NPWW-proclamations 

http://www.apwa.net/discover/National-Public-Works-
Week/socialmedia  

Low & Slow Across America’s Infrastructure Tour 
Continues 

“Low and Slow across America's Infrastructure" tour is a 
road trip taken by Dan McNichol from Boston to Los 
Angeles in a 1949 Hudson Commodore 8 to draw atten-
tion to the nation’s infrastructure issues.  Dan is accom-
panied by Engineering News Record (ENR) senior re-
porter Aileen Cho to document the tour.  Dan McNichol 
will also be the General Session speaker at the APWA 
Congress in Phoenix on Wednesday, September 2.   

Membership 

June month-end total number of members = 28,786  That 
represents a .7% increase compared to same time last 
year.  Region V now has 4917 members , this is a 3% 
gain since the beginning of the fiscal year. Lets keep up 
the good work. 

The 2015 “1st Time Member” special offer campaign 
has brought in 1052 new members so far this calendar 
year; 105 of those are in Canada.  That 1052 total is 
about 24% (203 members) higher than same time last 
year.  This campaign allows anyone who has not previ-
ously been a member to join APWA for $90 USD/ $100 
CAN.   

Our overall retention is at 85.92%, a slight decrease from 
the last month.  This fiscal year’s average retention is 
about 1% lower than prior fiscal year’s. 

 

Chapter Relations 

The PACE (Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence) 
deadline was June 1. Judges met by conference call on 
Monday, June 22 and results have been sent to chapters.  
The 2015 APWA Awards Ceremony will be held at 5 
p.m. on Monday, August 31. 

 

The Young Professionals reception at Congress will be 
held from 8 – 9:30 p.m. on Monday, August 31. Infor-
mation will be sent to all identified young professionals 
who are registered to attend Congress.  

 

Chapter Dinner assistance available 

Chapters needing assistance in choosing a location for 
their 2015 Congress Dinner can visit 
www.visitphoenix.com or contact Stephanie Davison, 
with the Phoenix Convention and Visitors Bureau, at 
sdavidson@visitphoenix.com for suggestions. 

 

Chapter Leaders Forum set 

Save the Date!  The annual Chapter Leaders Forum will 
be held from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 30 in 
Phoenix.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 

 

“Chapter Treasurers and Administrators” session at 
Congress 

National will host a ‘Chapter Treasurers & Administra-
tors - Ask National’ session at Congress on September 1 
at 2:00 p.m. If you have any questions or topics you wish 
to have covered in this session, please send them to 
lrhodes@apwa.net  by August 1st.  

Professional Development 

The 2015 certification exam schedule is available on 
the APWA website. The three APWA certification 
programs have the following number of professionals 
certified: 90 CPFP (Fleet); 243 CPII (Infrastructure 
Inspector); and 91 CSM (Stormwater Manager). 

Donald C. Stone Center (DCS) 

The APWS DCS graduation ceremony will now be 
part of the APWA Awards ceremony at Con-
gress.  This will give graduates and their mentors a 
broader audience to celebrate their accomplish-
ments.  We invite all Congress participants to come 
and support the candidates who are working to finish 
in time for graduation.    

 

Center for Sustainability 

 The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure (ISI) re-
cently established the Envision Review Board as a 
technical oversight body for the Envision® Rating 
Tool and the development of future tools. ISI has also 
expanded its outreach and marketing efforts, including 
leading an Envision session and hosting a booth at 
Congress. Some current ISI statistics: 

 More than 3,000 professionals are ENV SP creden-
tialed. 

 Approximately 450 infrastructure projects are using 
Envision. 

 40 projects are registered to be verified. 

 Six projects have been verified.  

 ISI expects another three projects to be verified within 
the next 90 days. 

 55 ISI-approved Envision trainers are charged with 
delivering in-person Envision training workshops. 

 

Canadian Public Works Association  

Mr. Brock Carlton, Federation of Canadian Municipal-
ities CEO, will serve as Keynote Speaker for the 
CPWA Luncheon at Congress in Phoenix.  His com-
ments on “Strong Home Towns Make For A Strong 
Canada” will highlight how strong municipalities are 
essential to assuring Canada’s future.   

Attendees at this Luncheon will also be on hand as 
CPWA President Kealy Dedman will announce the 
2015 award winning municipalities in CPWA’s Na-
tional Public Works Week Awards Program. 
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International 

Tyler Palmer, APWA/Mexico/Latin American Sub-
Committee Chair, represented APWA at the V Con-
greso Nacional de Obras y Servicios Publicos ICLEI 
Conference in Villahermosa, Mexico on May 4-11, 
2015. Tyler attended their conference and conducted 
sessions, plus met with many key ICLEI staff. An arti-
cle pertaining to Tyler’s participation at this conference 
will appear in the APWA Reporter.  

Frank Pandullo, 2015 Jennings Randolph International 
Fellow attended the Czech and Slovak Republic Public 
Works Conference and conducted a study tour from 
May 7-19, 2015. Frank will be presenting his findings 
at Congress, as well as will write an article for the Sep-
tember issue of the APWA Reporter.  

  
 

 
 

Rich Berning, PE 
APWA Region V Director 
10 Beachview Lane 
Springfield, IL 62712 
217-529-7833 
217-494-9946 (c) 
richtbern@aol.com 
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